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An unlikely merging of musicﬁns
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lassical music concert audi- §
ences are declining and aging.
The National Endowment for

£ the Arts reported that only 8.8 percent

i of adults went to a classical music con- §

b certin2012; people under ag

| less likely to attend. The Dult

b rior Symphony Orchestra

} sces this as a critical challenge

DSSO BRIDGE
SESSIONS VOTING

Vote for your favorite band at
dsso.com in July and August.
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Dirk Meyer, the symphony’s music
grector, and DSSO board member
==« Honkanen, approached Walt Ra-
«onick, Duluth’s Homegrown Music

partnerships. Homegrown’s
soccess is a testament to the vibrant
—opular music scene in Duluth and the

~-=adth of talented local musicians.

JLever thought the festival could help

=2 symphony reach a new audience.
Raschick was receptive. “We want
21l types of music to get represented,”
== explains. The 17th annual Home-
zrown lineup included 200 acts span-

> multiple genres — from blues to
=xperimental to punk. And for the first
=me in Homegrown history, classical
music was featured with a classical mu-
sic showcase and a symphony opening
“or bluegrass heavWeights Trampled
by Turtles.

By all accounts, it was largely a suc-
cessful experiment. “Incorporating
classical music into Homegrown was
= good first step into expanding what
Homegrown can be,” says Raschick.

Both musicians and audience mem-
bers gave positive feedback. As a re-
sult, the DSSO is embarking on a more
ambitious project to try to bridge the
zap between popular and classical mu-
sicians. The DSSO Bridge Sessions
project is sponsored by the Duluth Su-
perior Area Community Foundation’s
Young Leaders Fund and the Jane S.
Smith Memorial Fund and will offer
musicians from both sides of the aisle

the opportunity and incentive to col-

laborate with one another.

Local bands that want to collaborate
with symphony players were invited
to register online this spring. Now the
public has the chance to vote on which
bands theyd like to see participate based
on band bios and YouTube videos.

Competing bands will be announced
September 11. They’ll each be matched
with a symphony musician collaborator
who plays violin, percussion, bass, or
trumpet. The musicians will have two
goals: 1) adapt a classical piece of music
to the style of the band, and 2) incor-

porate the symphony player into one of 1

the band’s original pieces.

“I think the two groups will realize
they share some common ground,” says
Heidi Lord, manager of DSSO opera-
tions and special events. “There are a lot
of people in bands that read and write
music and have classical training. And
there are a number of people in the sym-
phony who are great improvisers or can
hold it down when it comes to playing
folk, rock, or jazz music.”

Their works will be performed at con-
certs on November 6 and 7 and judged
with audience participation. The winner
will receive a $1500 commission to cre-
ate a new collaborative piece with the
full orchestra backing his or her band.
An arranger and composer will work
with the band and its symphony col-
laborator for this final project, and the
piece will be performed at the DSSO’s
February 6 concert.

“The intent is for this to be a true
collaboration. It’s a great opportunity
for the musicians to learn from one an-

other,” says Lord. —bst
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Clear your acne and reveal your true self.

We know how troublesome acne can make you

want to hide & keep you from the things you really |
want to do & be. We can help. Give us three months
to help transform you & your skin. Head back to
school with a clean & clear outlook!

Acne services offered: Medical dermatology
appointments,
prescriptions, acne
facials, medical

grade skin care

lines, medical grade
mineral make-up,
skin peels, nutritional

supplements.  Please visit our website for d full list of
cosmetic & clinical services offered!

New to the Northland:
Sculptra™ « Restylane Silkk™
GentleLASE Permanent Hair Removal
Skin Rejuvenation Advanced
Sublative Laser Resurfacing « Eclipse Micropen™
Services:

Botox™ = Juvederm™ « Juvederm Voluma™
Skin Medica™ Peels » Waxing * Signature Facials
Medical Grade Skin Care and Mineral Make-up

Mg

916 HAMMOND AVE, SUPERIOR
715.392.2226 + redmugcoffee.com
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