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Review: DSSO hits a high point in its season with Orff's
'Carmina Burana'
By Lawrance Bernabo, for the News Tribune on May 7, 2016 at 10:31 p.m.

he signature strength of Dirk Meyer's tenure as music director and conductor of the Duluth

Superior Symphony Orchestra has been his ability to make us hear music with new ears. The

final educational effort of the season, "Heaven & Earth," was provided Saturday night at a sold out

Symphony Hall.

My best evidence for my thesis was provided by the second movement of Ottorino Respighi's "Vetrate

di chiesa" ("Church Windows"), which is entitled "St. Michael the Archangel."

However, Respighi's titles are more convenient afterthoughts than creative inspiration, and listening to

it live immediately conjured up to my mind a virtual tornado of sound, the horns providing the

dramatic undercurrent. A theme reminiscent of Copland emerged, and then a second storm--a

thunderstorm this time--broke out. Another theme filled out the narrative aftermath of the rain storm

before I heard the sun triumphantly burst through the clouds.

The first movement was highlighted by woodwind cadenzas against luscious swirling strings, the third

offered subtle shifts in harmonics as what was played by the second violins and violas moved to the

first and second violins. 

The ominous beginnings to the fourth movement was rather ponderous before an uplifting theme

emerged and grew into a crescendo, which abated only slightly as the theme was developed more fully.

The organ reminded us this was all supposed to be about church windows, and then the percussion

section gloriously exploded during the climax.

The centerpiece of the evening was Carl Orff's scenic cantata "Carmina Burana." The DSSO Chorus was

joined by the University of Wisconsin-Superior A Cappella Choir and the Lake Superior Youth Chorus.

After the chorus delivered on the thunderous opening salvo of "O Fortuna," we reveled in the contrasts

between the slow build by the singers against the pizzicato strings and the sonic explosions of sounds.

But there is still an hour to go, which is why "Fortune plango vulnear" plays a pivotal part in elevating

Orff's cantata. The stark contrasts between the syncopated signing and the orchestra's frenzied fury

sustains the momentum of the highly dramatic opening.

Richard Zeller's voice has a tone that evokes a tenderness not often associated with baritones. The

dynamic contrasts between his falsetto and his shift to his bass register in "Dies, nox et omnia" nicely

captured that recurring element in Orff's music.

The gossamer note soprano Alice Pierce holds at the end of "Amor volat undique" was overwhelmed by

the orchestra, but her "Stetit puella" was lovely and its ending was quite gorgeous.

Tenor Christopher Pfund managed to sneak on stage in time for "Olim lacus colueram" (a.k.a. "The

Roast Swan"), which he delivered with absolutely no concern for posturical correctness, much to the

delight of the audience ("Carmina Burana" is pretty funny if you know Latin).

Other standout moments for me were the "Tanza" instrumental, the choir's "Ecce gratum," and the

youth chorus's first thrill-of-a-lifetime moment in "Tempus est iocundum." The evening ended with

the reprise of "O Fortuna," followed by the most thunderous ovation of the season.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Before the concert Meyer gave retiring DSSO members Nancy Melander (cello) and Carolyn Carver

(violin), a pair of season tickets each that would be good "until you don't feel like coming to the concert

anymore."

I doubt that day will ever come.
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Surgery Manager
WELCOME HOME As one of the primary employers in
the Staples area, Lakewood Health System is continually
looking for motivated, dedicated and compassionate
leaders who are passionate about delivering the best in
healthcare services. And with our comprehensive
employee orientation, our employee recognition
programs and our overall drive to help YOU succeed,
you’ll be sure to find job satisfaction right here at
Lakewood Health System. Responsible for organizing,
directing, coordinating, implementing and evaluating the
activities of the surgery units to ensure safe, efficient,
therapeutically effective, patient and family centered
nursing care. The Surgery Manager is accountable for
the day to day operations of the Surgery Departments.
This individual shall act as the leader for surgery
services including inpatient and outpatient surgery,
infusion services, endoscopy and cardiac rehab
departments to achieve the strategic objectives set forth
by the Lakewood Health System. Responsible for

General Manager
Whole Foods Co-op in Duluth, Minnesota seeks an
experienced, creative, and accomplished leader to be
our next General Manager. Whole Foods Co-op (WFC)
was founded in 1970 and seeks to achieve our ENDS:
"In Duluth, there is a thriving consumer-owned
cooperative that supports, invests and partners to create
a healthy community including, but not limited to, a
healthy regional food system." We have two retail stores
with projected annual sales of $21M, 9000 owners, and
155 employees. WFC is a healthy, supportive workplace
that offers competitive wages, employee discounts,
training and development opportunities, and great
benefits. Competitive Salary, Benefits and Job Perks
include: *Complete benefit package including medical
and voluntary dental, short term disability and accident

Research Vessel Relief Crew
Large Lakes Observatory Now Hiring part time, on call
Relief Crew on Research Vessel Blue Heron For a
complete description of the position & information on
how to apply online, please visit
www1.umn.edu/ohr/employment and search for job ID
308652. The University of Minnesota is an equal
opportunity educator & employer...

TAX AUDITOR
Are you looking for an Auditing career that offers the
opportunity for professional growth, challenging
assignments, and career advancement? The
Department of Revenue will be filling multiple auditor
vacancies starting on June 27, 2016. Revenue Auditor
vacancies will be located in Madison while Revenue
Field Auditor vacancies may be located in the following

Airport ARFF/Operations Specialist
The Grand Forks Regional Airport Authority is seeking
qualified candidates for the position of Airport
ARFF/Operations Specialist. This position performs

List a job for as low as $99.95.

Top Ads
GERMAN SHEPHERDS, AKC Ch. bloodlines.

Guaranteed. Larry Jerome 715-537-5413

www.jerland.com

* Beautiful AKC Sheltie puppies * Vet-checked,

shots, wormed. Loves children, outgoing, very

friendly F & M. (218) 780-1619

OAK LAKE CAMPGROUND & RV SALES. 855-256-

9683 www.oaklakerv.com

MUST SELL. 

1100' shoreline, 2.75 acres, wHITEFACE

rESRVOIR. 

well, septic, and geothermal lines in ground.
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